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The editors of this excellent book have collected 
together reviews of various aspects of the 
molecular biology and pathology of connective 
tissue. There are 38 contributors responsible for 
the 23 chapters in the book and the subject matter 
has been divided into three sections. The first sec- 
tion deals with the structure and biology of the 
components of the extracellular matrix and covers 
such topics as biochemistry of collagen, elastin, the 
microfibrillar proteins, proteoglycans and 
glycoproteins. The structure and function of these 
macromolecules is described with commendable 
conciseness and the style of the different chapters 
is consistent. The second part of the book concerns 
the molecular organisation of the extracellular 
matrix, and ranges over a diversity of aspects uch 
as structure of the basement membrane as well as 
cell matrix interactions and intracellular degrada- 
tion as a modulator of collagen production. It is 
really unfair to single out any particular chapter 
but it must be said that the chapter in this section 
on diseases of the extracellular matrix is masterly, 
contains some beautiful electron micrographs and 
is very likely to become a classic. The chapter on 
matrix interaction of cell surface proteoglycans is 
a timely one and well presented and, as far as I am 
aware, information in this chapter has never been 
presented in such an interesting and complete form 
elsewhere. The third part of the book concerns the 
pathology of the extracellular matrix and covers 
diseases such as pulmonary fibrosis and der- 
matological disorders as well as wound healing, 
emphysema nd the role of fibronectin in disease 
processes. In this section there are also chapters on 
diseases of glycosaminoglycan and proteoglycan 
metabolism and on the role of the connective tissue 
degrading enzymes in pathological conditions. 
There are only a few quibbles about this book, 
the most serious being the presentation of the 
references. I feel that it is very helpful if the title 
of the paper is given as well as the actual reference 
itself. There are one or two typing errors and in 
some cases references are incomplete as to year but 
these are minor matters and the book is generally 
well produced and has very good illustrations. The 
quality of the printing of the electron micrographs 
is good and I think that the publishers should be 
congratulated as well as the authors. Considering 
the quality of this book the price is not excessive 
and I certainly think that clinicians who are in- 
terested in connective tissue should have it in their 
libraries. Unfortunately, of course, the book is in 
some respects already out of date and I imagine 
this is due to the time taken by the publishers to 
produce it. There are very few references to 1985 
publications and none past that date. Nevertheless, 
much of this volume will still be relevant for quite 
some time to come. 
Jacqueline B. Weiss 
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